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camp and nailing his own pennon to a hostile lance, Shaw
has practised the same tactics all his life. A striking illus-
tration was in his fight with the censor of plays. That
official, Shaw doughtily declared, was not only negatively
guilty of refusing a licence for the Shavian religious tract
called The Shewing-up of Blanco Posnet, but positively
guilty of granting licences for plays which were not only
not religious, but habitually immoral in the subtlest, and
therefore the most harmful, pornographic sense.
Before passing from his lean years, or rather his leanest,
for Bernard Shaw's monetary success was only gradual, let
us mark the supreme lesson which lack of money taught
him. He realized then, and has never forgotten since, that
without money a man cannot live, he can only exist. A
man's first duty to himself and to society is to secure for
himself an independent income, the fatter the better, as
an essential condition of living as he should: that is, fully,
adventurously, and splendidly.